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G A R Y



DEAR BIRTHMOM

oth of us feel great respect and admiration for your 

selfless and profound decision of placing your child 

for adoption. We are strong believers in adoption as an 

incredible way of enriching so many lives: your child’s, yours, 

and the lucky chosen family.

We will be honored and delighted to support you as you 
make one of the toughest decisions of your life.

WE ARE
warm greetings

A N N A  AND 
G A R Y   FROM

san diego, california

We are SO EXCITED to get to know you, your 
story, and your dreams for your child’s future.

0  WE MET the summer after 

our freshman year in college

0  WE MOVED to San Diego 

from Chicago 2 years ago

0  WE BOTH GRADUATED 
from University of Illinois 

with a degree in Computer 

Science.

0  WE TAKE board 

games very 

seriously

0  WE LOVE hosting 

family and friends 

at our home. Many 

of them refer to our 

home as their “Favorite 

California Resort”.

} Mountain lake hike

you might be

to learn...

hese last 20 years have 
been busy — we’ve 
completed our schooling, 

got married, started a real 
estate development company 

that has allowed us financial stability. 
And, most importantly, gave birth to three 

awesome kids, who have made our lives so 
much richer and more meaningful. 

As a family we spend a lot of time playing 
backyard sports, going on hikes and talking 
to each other. Sharing family meals are an 
important part of our daily schedule. Anna 
loves cooking healthy new dishes as well as 
old favorites for us to enjoy together. Now that 
our kids are getting older we’ve made a nightly 
tradition of watching and discussing the daily 
news. 

Parenting has been the greatest joy of our 
lives. We have been dreaming of growing 
our family through adoption for years. Now 
we have the experience, time, and resources 
to raise a new baby and make our family 
complete.

e started talking and found out 

that we had a lot in common: 

our aspirations, dreams, future 

goals. For me this was love at first sight, I 

stayed up working up the courage to ask 

Anna out. For Anna it was meeting a man 

who was both fascinating and easy to talk 

to. We both felt that our connection was 
extraordinary. I planned a perfect first 

date, but was so nervous that Anna (who 

was usually shy) had to do most of the 

talking. It has been over 20 years since 
that date and we are still excited to have 
date nights and never run out of things 
to talk about.

HOW WE MET
WRITTEN BY GARY

Our story began at age 19 during 
a NEIGHBORHOOD BARBECUE.

’ Holding a large snake together while in Prague

WE FEEL THAT PARENTING HAS BEEN OUR 
CALLING IN LIFE!  IT HAS BEEN THE MOST 

CHALLENGING, HUMBLING, AND FULFILLING 
PART OF OUR LIVES TOGETHER. WE FEEL THAT WE 
HAVE SO MUCH LOVE, ENERGY, AND PARENTING 

EXPERIENCE TO SHARE WITH A NEW BABY.

Life 
Today

WE ARE READY TO BE A FAMILY OF 6

DANCING IN 
CHICAGO



PICKING FRUIT IN OUR YARD

GARY DESIGNING HIS NEW REAL ESTATE PROJECT

e has an amazing ability for making the 
most of everyday. He lets his competitive 
side shine when he turns household chores 

into races. Gary often gets goofy to make mundane 
or stressful activities more enjoyable. His sense of 
humor is what people are attracted to as soon as 
they meet him. 

Once you get to know Gary, you’ll learn that he is 
driven, hard-working, and goal-oriented. He puts a 
100% into everything he takes on. The combination 
of Gary's ambition and hard work have allowed 
him to become a successful business owner at 
the age of 27. Now, as the business has grown, 
Gary has the flexibility to work from home and be 
an involved parent to our children. Our kids love 
gathering around over dinner to listen to Gary’s 
humorous stories about the day’s events. When our 
children were young their favorite ritual was “Daddy’s 
childhood memories” as bed-time stories. Now that 
our children are blossoming into independent 
teenagers, Gary feels that he has many stories and 
jokes to share with a new baby.  

ABOUT GARY
WRITTEN BY ANNA

Gary's ENTHUSIASM and PASSION 
FOR LIFE are contagious. 

0  TV SHOW This Is 

Us

0  FOOD Thai

0  DESSERT Fudge 

Brownie with Ice 

Cream

0  COLOR Green

0  SUBJECT IN 
SCHOOL Physics

0  CHILDREN’S 
MOVIE Lion King 

0  HOBBY Soccer 

and Dog Training

0  MOVIE GENRE 
Thriller

Fun 

nna always tries to see the good in others and 

never hesitates to offer a helping hand. She 
is a great listener and knows how to help 

you come up with your own solution. It is no wonder 

so many friends and family members ask Anna for 

advice when they are in a tough situation.

In 2012 Anna went back to school and earned a 

Masters Degree in Counseling. After graduating she 
had an incredible experience working with women 
who were victims of domestic violence. Anna was 

deeply moved by the strength and ability of these 

women to survive and overcome their circumstances. 

Since 2015 she has been using her counseling skills 
as a tutor for special needs students at an Adult 
Literacy Center. Anna has many hobbies including: 

travel, dancing, cooking, hiking, and volunteering. 

She loves being a volunteer at school, and has been a 

Room-Mom for both of our younger kids. Anna is also 

a passionate member of the Rady Children’s Hospital 

Auxiliary, where she organizes fundraisers for San 

Diego's Rady Children's Hospital. 

She is incredibly caring, tender, nurturing—she is a 

great Mom. Anna is looking forward to being a stay-
at-home Mom to our future child.

ABOUT ANNA
WRITTEN BY GARY

She is the most LOVING and GENUINE person I have ever met.

0  TV SHOW This Is Us

0  FOOD Sushi

0  DESSERT Mocha Ice 

Cream

0  CHILDREN’S MOVIE Up!

0  COLOR Turquoise

0  SUBJECT IN SCHOOL 
Psychology

0  HOBBY Zumba and 

reading

0  MOVIE GENRE Drama

Fun 

} Gary loves training our dog, Pluto, new tricks } Anna with her famous banana bread

PLAYING 
TENNIS

EXERCISING IN 
OUR BACKYARD

AT THE 
LONDON 
BRIDGE



READING BY THE POOL

e moved to San Diego from Chicago two years 

ago and enjoy every day in this amazing city. 

Our family loves the outdoorsy lifestyle we enjoy 

year round in this spectacular climate. 

Our backyard is our sanctuary, where we swim or lounge 
around the pool and play tennis or basketball. We love 

hosting barbecues, birthday parties, and game nights.

We would be delighted to raise your child in this 
happy, family-oriented neighborhood.

0  LOCAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS are 

some of the best in California.

0  We live 20 min from the BEACH, 
where we go most weekends.

0  We love HIKING with friends 

and family around the many 
MOUNTAIN and LAKE trails San 

Diego is famous for.

0  FARMERS MARKET: on 

Saturday mornings we often 

spend an hour or two at 

our local Farmers Market—

sampling delicious new 

foods and enjoying, fresh-cut 

flowers and sounds by local 

musicians.

0  We are fortunate to have GREAT 
NEIGHBORS, many of whom 

have become our close friends

A PLACE CALLED HOME
THE PEOPLE WE LOVE

SARAH is 17 and is going to college soon. She 
will major in bio-chemical engineering. Sarah 
is smart, hard-working and has a strong moral 
compass. She is looking forward to a new baby 
and says that, “Having a new baby sister or 
brother will be an extra reason to come visit.”

MARK is 14; he just started high school. He 
is athletic, smart and has an awesome sense 
of humor. We are proud to say that Mark is 
becoming a responsible and mature teenager. 
Mark can’t wait to teach the new baby 
everything he knows about sports.

MAYA is 12; she is very excited to share the 
“baby” spot with someone new as she feels she 
has outgrown it. Maya is empathetic, curious, 
enthusiastic. She’s up for any challenge, and 
she thinks of the new baby as a necessary 
addition to the family.

LITTLE

our happy

FA M I L Y

places we love in 
our community

ary finds one-on-one time to teach each one 

about something new every day. While Anna 

enjoys engaging the kids in projects that 

are hands-on, such as arts and crafts, cooking, and 

baking. 

We also love spending time with family and having 
our kids experience the power and support of a 
large extended family. Anna’s parents, aunt, cousin’s 

and nephew have all moved to San Diego over the 

past few years. They are a constant presence in our 

lives. Gary’s parents and sister, who live in Chicago, 

love to come visit us and keep in touch via Skype. 

We are lucky to have all 4 parents as well as Gary’s 

grandmother a part of our large family. 

Spending time with friends is always a highlight 

of our week. We have surrounded ourselves with 
a group of friends who are optimistic, strong, 
smart, and creative. Our friends in San Diego and 

Chicago are excited and supportive of our decision 

to adopt. We have two sets of friends who had a 

wonderful experience with 

their adoptions and have 

promised to support 

us in ours. 

Both of us have been fortunate to grow up 

in families that make EDUCATION A HIGH 

PRIORITY. We believe in the power of 

education to allow us more freedom to become 

our best selves and enrich the world around 

us. Gary comes from a family of teachers and 

has an amazing talent of bringing history, 

geography, politics, economics and even math 

to life through story-telling. 

We rescued Pluto 

(lab mix) when 

he was 2 and he’s 

been a sweet friend to each one of us 

for 8 years now. He has been our loyal 

companion on many hikes and road 

trips. Our son Mark has an especially 

close connection with Pluto. After 

a tough day at school Mark likes to 

spend time “talking to” and hugging 

Pluto.

meet 

} Our home

} Anna with close friends during a 4th of July celebration

ANNA, SARAH, MARK, MAYA AND GARY

PLAYING MONOPOLY

WITH ANNA'S FAMILY

GARY'S FAMILY

MARK, MAYA & PLUTO



0  WE PROMISE to 
surround your child 
with love.

0  WE PROMISE to give 
your child the attention 
and support to blossom.

0  WE PROMISE to make 
education an exciting 
part of his/her life.

0  WE PROMISE to be 
there to support your 
child through difficult 
times.

0  WE PROMISE to believe 
in your child and help 
him/her achieve their 
dreams.

0  WE WOULD LOVE 
AN OPEN ADOPTION 
for your child and 
would welcome your 
connection with him/
her over the years. We 
want your child to 
know their heritage 
and be proud of it. 

e will be honored and delighted to become adoptive 

parents to your baby. We promise to provide your 

child with the best education and a supportive 

family to insure that their future is bright.

  If you have any questions for us or would like to speak with us 
about adopting your child, please contact your case worker at 
AdoptHelp by calling 1-800-637-7999, toll-free.

A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO YOU

WISHING YOU ALL THE BEST, ANNA  & GARY

our promise

TO  YOU


